
JOSIE 

WARUP DRUMS
These Warup Drums were given as a gift 
to my parents. The design represents 
our clans and shapes of weaving in 
Torres Strait Island culture. 
The drums could be played 
on the ground or carried 
during dance.

‘CONTEMPLATION’
This art piece titled 
Contemplation by Mark 
Norval reflects the culture 
of the Kimberley and 
has always reminded 
me of home. It displays 
the strong image of an 
indigenous woman. 

NATIVE FLOWERS
My Zen items are a 
scented candle, crystals 
and native Australian 
flowers/plants. I love to 
connect back to nature, 
salt water and country, 
so I bring the nature 
indoors to feel all the 
good, positive energy. 

DRAWING
I love this Jane King 
design of Kings 
Park. My husband 
and I got engaged 
at Kings Park and 
my bridesmaids 
gifted me this 
framed picture as a 
reminder of one of 
our favourite places 
in Perth. 
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STOOL 
This industrial 
look is paired 
with wooden and 
natural pieces and 
creates a very cool 
vibe in the home. 
It’s from when we 
lived in Bath, UK.  

Jodie Janz-Dawson shows Tamra Carr a few of her favourite things.

The General Manager of Education Programs at the Wirrpanda Foundation, Josie Janz-Dawson played 
elite level netball for West Coast Fever and mentors Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children. 

Ms Janz-Dawson has a particular passion for the Wirrpanda Foundation’s Deadly Sista Girlz Program, 
which delivers self-development education to indigenous girls.

When she is not at work, Ms Janz-Dawson enjoys sport, world travel and bonding with a sisterhood of 
women athletes. She describes her home as an Australian native and industrial mix.

  GRETA ANDREWS-TAYLOR

Taking advantage of the 
tranquil landscape of Chidlow, 
this custom build by The Rural 
Building Company expresses 
an Australian feel and is the 
epitome of country living.

Spanning across three bedrooms 
and two bathrooms, this home 
boasts large living areas and 
stunning views from every room.

Speaking to New Homes, The 
Rural Building Company Principal 
Designer Robert Kirkovski said the 
build was inspired by one of the 
company’s standard designs, The 
Marri View.

“The design formed a great starting 
point, as it addressed a lot of the 
client’s initial criteria,” he said.

Mr Kirkovski said the client wanted 
the home design to relate to its 
location, so it would continue to 
fit in as the surrounding landscape 
evolved and changed over time.

“They wanted to have a home 
that was sympathetic to the site, 
a home which responded to the 
environment and embraced its 
beautiful surrounding landscape,” 
he said.

“The living area beautifully 
captures the scenery by having a 
facade of wraparound windows that 

angle around on both sides to form 
a continuous panorama, giving you 
the sense that you are part of the 
external picturesque habitat.

“The outdoor areas were very 
important and how the home 
related to these areas was carefully 
considered and integrated into the 
overall build. The block itself has 
a considerable fall and this has 
been used to advantage in creating 
interesting outdoor spaces.”

The kitchen features a sleek island 
bench, streamlined appliances and 
an abundance of storage space, 
as well as a window splashback to 
ensure uninterrupted views from 
the heart of the home.

This area looks onto the open-plan 
dining and lounge area to make for 
an expansive entertaining area.

An array of tones and textures 
presented throughout the home 
complement the vistas, echoing its 
leafy and earthy location. 

“The warm natural tones of the 
brickwork, with the use of natural 
stained timber on the external, 
create an earthy vibe,” Mr Kirkovski 
said.

“The exposed timber beams 
internally on the raking ceilings 
with the whitewashed timber-lined 
ceilings create a classic aesthetic 
full of charm, while still remaining 

contemporary.”

The custom build’s floor plan 
ensures family members can grow 
comfortably together, while still 
providing a sense of privacy.

The parents’ wing includes an office 
and separate home theatre, while 
the opposite wing is home to three 
additional bedrooms.

“The practical layout of the design 
should guarantee a continual use of 
the home throughout its lifecycle,” 
Mr Kirkovski said.

“It’s a simple and refined layout 
with great separate zones for 
adults and other family members. 
It’s versatile and it just works.”

Mr Kirkovski said the build allowed 
the owners to live a lifestyle that 
would differ to one lived in the 
suburbs.

“The house responds to its location 
and provides a strong connection 
which will be treasured and 
enjoyed – nothing like being part 
of nature and having that rural 
connection – pun intended,” he 
said.

CONTACT
Rural Building Company 
1800 643 800 
www.ruralbuilding.com.au

Built for its surrounds
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