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Three-storey Sorrento stunner serves up an ace with  panoramic ocean views
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STYLE

ARCHITECTURE TRENDS 
TO KEEP AN EYE ON
When designing your new home or renovating an existing property it can be difficult 
to keep on top of new trends.

WHAT materials will be popular this year? 
What textures and colours will people be 
drawn to?

HOME spoke to some of Perth’s design 
experts to get a feel for the trends to keep an 
eye out for. 

Giorgi Architects and Builders principal 
design architect Gavin Hestelow says concrete 
is a material he expects to become more popular 
this year. 

“Concrete is something that was reasonably 
popular in 2018 – people used it in countertops 
and ceilings,” he says. 

“However, we will now likely see more of it 
being used in finer details of the build. 

“We are starting to see concrete used in pieces 
of furniture within the home. 

“More versatile than just concrete doors, it has 

a clean and crisp finish that is complementary to 
anything.”

Summit Homes Group new homes design 
manager Peter Wilkinson sees clever utilisation 
of space becoming a popular trend. 

“A trend we’re starting to see is the integration 
of the dining table and the kitchen island bench,” 
he says. “This is just one of the innovative ways 
to increase space within the home. 

“No matter the size of the home, storage is 
always a key priority as well.”

Peter says materials like steel are gaining a 
foothold. 

“The use of lightweight steel framing is 
probably the biggest architectural trend I see 
increasing in popularity in 2019, as it offers 
versatility in design like no other product,” he 
says. 

“Buyers are seeing advantages with steel 
framing and are looking to add value features to 
their homes such as raked and recessed ceilings, 
raised entries, staircase voids, feature beams 
and loft designs, which wouldn’t be affordable 
without the use of steel framing.” 

Webb & Brown-Neaves innovation and new 
product designer Joseph Calasara says modern 
and sustainable design will come to the fore this 
year. 

“The importance of sustainable design is 
becoming a major factor for our clients,” he 
says. 

“This doesn’t stop with understanding just 
the building materials that will be used or how 
energy-efficient the home is – it also applies to 
sustainable interiors where the overall home 
design and the spaces within it are flexible and 
grow with the occupant.” 

Joseph says the integration of smart 
technology in the home is another growing 
demand for homeowners, ranging from wi-fi-

connected automatic coffee machines to tablets 
controlling parts of the home like lighting or 
security cameras.

Some trends that were a hit in 2018 will 
continue to be so in 2019, according to Peter. 

“Timeless interiors containing the kitchen, 
scullery and laundry all in the one workable 
area is a trend I think we’ll continue to see in 
2019,” he says. 

“A home designed with multi-generational 
living in mind is another trend I think we’ll see 
throughout the year, as children are staying at 
home longer, grandparents are moving into the 
family home and different cultural values are 
integrating into our society. 

“Therefore, home designs which include 
a teenagers’ retreat, a guest suite or granny 
flat will remain popular. As will features that 
can accommodate for ageing, such as hobless 
showers, zero-threshold entries and non-slip 
textured tiles to wet areas.”
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VERSATILE HOMESTEAD 
BOASTS MODERN EDGE CENTRAL to the innovative and modern 

design is its ability to take advantage of any 
vistas a block might have. 

“Views can be appreciated from most parts 
of the home,” The Rural Building Co principal 
designer Robert Kirkovski says. “A centrally 
located living area also establishes a good 
relationship between the front and back.” 

The front elevation of The Blaxland recalls 
homesteads of old, while a stone feature wall 
adds depth, character and street appeal. 

“This display has the charm of a traditional 
family home and a unique approach to 
delivering a harmonious lifestyle for the entire 
family,” Robert says. 

A clever floor plan offers residents some 
peace and quiet, with separation of space 
achieved without sacrificing the design’s flow.

“The home suits a family that wants privacy 
for both adults and children by providing great 
separation whilst still enabling easy access to 
the central main living areas,” Robert says. 

“The home is a great entertainer – a home that 
makes having friends and family over a breeze.

“The columnless corner sliding doors of 
the alfresco open out to the outdoor living 
areas, creating a true seamless indoor-outdoor 

experience, while at the heart of the home the 
free-form living and dining area is complete 
with a large kitchen and scullery offering direct 
access to the alfresco area.”

Robert says the integration between indoors 
and out at the back of the home carries through 
to the front. 

“The front segment of the home has a 
wraparound verandah that can be accessed from 
the living areas,” he says. 

“These features make the entire home a great 
place for social gatherings and offer year-round 
enjoyment.” 

When it is time to turn in for the night, parents 
can retire to the luxurious master suite which 
has an ensuite with a double vanity, walk-in 
robe and its own porch. 

This area is located alone on one side of the 
house, offering that extra bit of privacy, and sits 
adjacent to the theatre room. 

The remaining three bedrooms are on the 
other side of the home together with a bathroom 
and study, creating a nice balance of space. 

The Blaxland Retreat comes in three designs 
– Original, Classic and Heritage. 
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DISPLAY

THE BLAXLAND RETREAT 
The Rural Building Co 

Checklist
PRICE From $305,798 (Perth price)
LOCATION 113 Trigger Plant Loop, Denmark
OPEN Mondays and Wednesdays, 

2-5pm; Saturdays and Sundays, 
1-5pm. 

SIZE 303.72sqm
WIDTH 16.73m
LENGTH 26.9m
GARAGE 36.98sqm
FEATURES Open layout, theatre room, 

verandah, alfresco, scullery. 
PHONE 1800 643 800
WEBSITE www.ruralbuilding.com.au 
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features 
you’ll love
SMART FLOOR PLAN  
The innovative design means the 
display can be adapted to a range 
of different lot configurations. 

FRONT ELEVATION  
The front of this home is a 
thing of beauty – a wonderful 
mix of textures and materials 
complemented by a wraparound 
verandah.

SCREEN TIME 
Sit comfortably, relax and zone 
out for a bit in the comfy theatre 
room. 

The Blaxland Retreat by The Rural Building Co offers a unique floor plan that can 
be adapted to a variety of lot configurations.  
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Peter Wilkinson.

The Millstream by Summit Homes Group’s New Generation Homes.

Joseph Calasara. Gavin Hestelow.
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